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Summary: This Strategic Objective seeks to strengthen elements within Cambodian society that seek 
equitable treatment for Cambodian citizens and to help them compete for their demands. Under a new 
strategy approved in 2002, USAID will support leading Cambodian and selected international human 
rights organizations to enable them to have a positive impact on law and governance in Cambodia. 

Over the life of this Strategic Objective, “Increased Competition in Cambodian Political Life,” the program 
will focus on: 1) creating political processes and strengthening political parties to meet international 
standards; 2) increased transparency and accountability on key economic and political issues, leading 
towards democratic reform; 3) enforcement of human rights norms through monitoring and investigation; 
4) engagement of local officials on key development issues; and 5) increased capacity of future leaders to 
develop policies and effect change. 

Inputs, Outputs, Activities: 
FY 2003 Program:
Democracy and Governance ($15,200,000 ESF). USAID's primary focus in 2003 will be on "leveling the 
playing field" among all contending political parties for the 2003 national elections. USAID will help 
political parties strengthen their internal procedures to facilitate democratic participation and effective 
communication with their constituents. Support will be provided on how to improve their organizational 
capabilities, how to promote leadership and how to develop messages. Equipment and assistance will be 
provided to help ensure the safety and security of the political party candidates and their supporters. 
USAID will provide resources to civil society organizations to better identify and expose corrupt practices, 
and to promote active engagement by the public in monitoring government activities and advocating for 
changes. This will raise public awareness about corruption and also establish a basis for enforcement. 
Areas of focus include reform of procurement procedures and environmental management. USAID will 
also support indigenous business associations to advocate for economic governance reform, and 
enhance the capacity of future leaders from under-represented groups in Cambodia, such as women and 
minorities, through the Fulbright and the International Visitors Programs. 

Human Rights ($1,800,000 ESF). USAID will support the enforcement of human rights, with a specific 
focus on anti-trafficking efforts through monitoring and investigation. The US Mission’s anti-trafficking task 
force has developed a strategy for focusing future USG resources to address this serious issue. USAID 
will target resources and efforts towards changing Cambodia’s climate of impunity by encouraging more 
arrests, prosecutions, and convictions for traffickers. In particular, USAID will help Cambodian 
organizations that take on important cases and issues, and that challenge the current norms. 

Various activities ($427,000 ESF Prior Year Unobligated). USAID plans to use about $272,000 in 
carryover funds from FY 2002 for the Catalyzing Community Forestry in Cambodia activities, and the 
balance on the audits of several NGO grants and for the hiring a human rights project manager. 

FY 2004 Program: 



Democracy and Governance ($14,500,000 ESF). USAID will target resources on anti-corruption 
activities, focusing on increased transparency and accountability on key economic and political issues, 
and thus leading towards reform in problem areas. With Cambodia seeking to enter the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) in provisional status in 2003, corruption-related issues will receive more attention. 
WTO accession and implementation will require the "rule of law" and transparency in economic and 
business matters. We anticipate that this will place pressure on corrupt practices that adversely affect the 
economy. USAID will support NGOs that will advocate for a reform agenda. USAID will also work with 
newly-elected officials, particularly in creating opportunities for debate beyond the limited fora currently 
available. USAID will continue to strengthen the capacity of future leaders in Cambodia through 
educational programs such as the Fulbright program and the International Visitors Program. 

Human Rights ($500,000 ESF). USAID will continue to support the enforcement of human rights through 
monitoring and investigation of human rights abuses and trafficking activities. The US Mission’s anti-
trafficking task force will continue to implement its anti-trafficking strategy. USAID will target resources 
and efforts to encouraging more arrests, prosecutions and convictions of traffickers. In particular, USAID 
will provide support to Cambodian organizations that take on important cases and issues, and that 
challenge the current norms. 

Performance and Results: USAID efforts since 1992 to build and strengthen civil society organizations 
in Cambodia, along with the work of other donors, have been extremely successful. From only one 
Cambodian NGO in 1992, there were more than 1000 registered and active civil society organizations in 
2002. Although many are small, grassroots organizations, a dozen or more have become influential 
leaders in their areas of focus. Under a new strategic plan approved in FY 2002, USAID has shifted from 
a focus on extending the outreach of these organizations to one of increasing their impact at the national 
level. Examples of the results achieved in 2002 are as follows: 

-- For the first time in Cambodia, two human traffickers were sentenced to ten years each, and ordered to 
pay compensation to their victims. 

-- Legal Aid of Cambodia won a case for victims of land grabbing in the Banteay Meanchey Province near 
Thailand. The dispute involved 581 families against high-ranking government and military officials who 
secretly obtained land ownership deeds in 1998 from the Cadastral Office, after land values increased. 
The villagers filed petitions to the National Assembly and the King, in vain. In 2000, they approached 
Legal Aid and the United Nations, whose envoy visited the area and appealed to the Prime Minister. 
Three high-ranking government officials in question relinquished their claim, while other claimants 
continued legal action. The villagers retained 33.8 of the original 45 hectares and will be assisted to 
acquire legal title. 

Principal Contractors, Grantees, or Agencies: USAID activities are implemented by The Asia Foundation, 
the International Republican Institute, the National Democratic Institute, the American Center for 
International Labor Solidarity, and leading Cambodian human rights organizations. 
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